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In terms of determining the European direction of Ukraine's development, the study 

of foreign experience in the organization of the civil defense system (hereinafter 

referred to as the Civil Defense System) acquires special importance in modern 

conditions. The expediency of using the experience of the countries of the European 

Union in the field of reforming the Central Security System, development of the fire 

and emergency rescue business lies in the need to bring the civil defense system of 

Ukraine closer to the relevant European standards. 

European countries have always paid great attention to the protection of the civilian 

population from emergency situations, so they have gained considerable experience in 

dealing with them. Ensuring the protection of life and property of citizens in peacetime 

and during war, defined in European countries by constitutional guarantees, is 

implemented in coordination between different levels of government, organizations 

and specialized units. The cooperation of all stakeholders at all levels of their 

involvement and in all sectors ( multisectoral approach) is carried out taking into 

account the main aspects (prevention, response and liquidation of the consequences of 

emergency situations) and an integrated approach to emergency management 

(management cycle; collective approach; approach based on on multiple risk). 

Civil defense in EU and NATO countries is primarily a state function. In the 

majority of European countries, there are no separate departments responsible for CZ. 

These functions are provided through the interaction of various specialized structures, 

usually concentrated in the Ministries of Internal Affairs. 

Civil defense in Poland is a system with specific tasks, structure and forms of 

functioning. It is integrated with all levels of state and local self-government, economic 

entities (regardless of legal entity status), public organizations and the whole society. 

The strength of civil protection is its universality, which means that all citizens of our 

country participate in the protection of groups of people who find themselves in a 

dangerous situation. 

Thus, in order to ensure state functions in the field of emergency management, the 

structure of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Poland includes the State Fire Service, 

Civil Defense (Bureau of Population Protection and Civil Defense), Search and Rescue 
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Brigades (Department of Rescue Works and Civil Protection of the Population) and 

others. 

The leading role in this matter is assigned to the State Fire Service. The state fire 

protection is created as a professional, uniformed and equipped with special equipment, 

designed to fight against fires, natural disasters and other threats of a local nature. 

The main tasks of the State Fire Guard include: 

1) recognition of fire and other local hazards; 

2) organization and conduct of emergency rescue operations during fires, natural 

disasters or elimination of local threats; 

3) conducting auxiliary specialized emergency rescue operations during a natural 

disaster or elimination of local threats by other rescue services; 

4) personnel training for the needs of the State Fire Service and other units of the 

fire service and the general system of civil protection; 

5) supervision of compliance with fire regulations; 

6) conducting scientific research works in the field of fire protection and civil 

protection; 

7) interaction with the Head of the National Criminal Information Center within 

the limits necessary for the performance of its statutory tasks; 

8) cooperation with fire services and rescue services of other countries and their 

international organizations on the basis of international treaties that bind the Republic 

of Poland and separate regulatory acts; 

9) performance of other tasks resulting from international treaties that bind the 

Republic of Poland, under the conditions and to the extent specified in them. 

In Germany, civil protection is the state's precautionary measures to protect people 

in the event of natural disasters caused by climate change, such as floods or forest fires, 

pandemics, wars or attacks. This protection against various hazards and the ability to 

provide assistance after accidents and restore safe conditions is the task of civil 

protection. 

Responsibility for civil defense in the Federal Republic of Germany rests with the 

federal government. Federal lands, including municipalities and associations of 

municipalities, act on behalf of the administration. 

For the purposes of civil protection and disaster relief, the federal government 

provides funds to the federal states that they can use to deal with natural disasters in 

peacetime. In addition, the federal government expands and supplements the civil 

defense of federal lands by establishing the Federal Technical Assistance Agency . In 

addition to the protection of the population, the protection of cultural values in crisis 

situations is also relevant , which is also regulated at the international level. 

The task of civil defense is the use of non-military measures to protect the 

population, their homes and workplaces, vital or critical for the defense of civilian 

institutions, enterprises, facilities and installations, as well as cultural values from the 

consequences of war and liquidation or to mitigate their consequences . Official 

measures complement the self-help of the population. 
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Further development of a modern and powerful system of civil protection, 

improvement of state administration in this area require cooperation with relevant 

European structures, study of their experience 
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