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Under the condition of the martial status in Ukraine, information warfare has become one of
the most dangerous ways of waging modern hybrid conflicts. In the modern globalized world, where
language has become the most obvious marker of hybrid conflict, an effective tool for covert
influence on consciousness and perception [1, p. 104], the linguistics of war has become a powerful
instrument of mass media. Russia uses almost all possible methods of hybrid warfare against Ukraine.
The aggressor is accustomed to using propaganda for selfish purposes against its own population,
against Ukrainians and foreigners who are interested in the issues of the Russian-Ukrainian war.
February 24, 2022 was a turning point, people were completely disoriented. In a state of shock, a
person concentrates less on the truthfulness of certain news.

Hybrid war is not a new, but an extremely relevant type of war, which is waged not so much
with weapons as with the forces of political propaganda, terror, disinformation, and economic
pressure on the enemy. The word “hybrid” in this context means the use of several levers of pressure
on the enemy at once, among which combat operations constitute a rather insignificant part [2, p.
100].

Propaganda plays an important role among the means of communication: news, advertising,
books, banners. In fact, everything that surrounds us can turn out to be any kind of propaganda. The
main feature of modern propaganda is the creativity of the people engaged in it. Propaganda can
become a decisive factor in resolving a military conflict. Russia has many propagandists who use
Ukrainian news for hostile purposes and change it to their own liking. For example, hostile telegram
channels keep distributing fake videos about alleged abuse of mobilized fighters [2], and there are
many similar russian news stories. Their aim is to demotivate the population of Ukraine so that people
do not even want to think about fighting and standing up in this bloody war.

Another technology, according to modern researchers, is “hate speech”, which is aimed at
changing the value orientations of various target audiences, at forming perceptions of both the enemy
and fellow citizens who fall under the categories of other, alien and incomprehensible [2, p. 107].
“Hate speech” can be described as “soft power” of waging “hybrid war”, which forms certain
linguistic, cultural, cognitive and pragmatic attitudes, aimed at denigrating the culture and ideals of

the participant of the opposite side of the conflict [3].
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However, concepts of war speech and hate speech should not be equated. First, the concept
of hate speech is terminologized, while the concept of war speech has not yet received a generally
accepted interpretation. Most interpretations of the term “hate speech” are found in international law,
from where it was borrowed. In linguistic research, “hate speech” is considered as manifestations of
hatred, verbalized and non-verbalized, which are aimed at discrimination, intimidation, domination,
intensification of hostility and violence [1, p. 104]. Thus, hate speech is primarily associated with
discrimination and intolerance, as well as incitement to such acts. War speech includes, but is not
limited to, hate speech [1, p. 105].

It should be noted that no less powerful and widespread so-called “white propaganda” is
nowadays taking place on the territory of our state. This phenomenon is clearly illustrated by the
advertising of the Third Separate Assault Brigade: they published banners, placards, posters, posts on
social networks where it was possible to advertise this brigade [5]. This advertising can also be called
propaganda, it has a specific goal, a specific task that it performs. But, unlike enemy propaganda, it
does not mislead people and is not aimed at disinforming Ukrainians, but on the contrary, it aims to
inform people for survival in a war situation [6].

Therefore, people should always be careful and attentive to the information they consume.
During the war, people must learn how to “filter” such information. Propaganda in wartime is very
dangerous, especially if people do not understand that it is the enemy propaganda.
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Relevance of the Topic. In today’s world of hybrid conflicts, language is not just a tool for
communication—it has become a powerful instrument of influence. It’s used to shape narratives,
manipulate people’s minds, and undermine national identity.

Purpose of the Research. To explore the role of language as a tool of hybrid warfare,
especially in the context of Russian aggression against Ukraine.

Objectives:

Define what hybrid warfare is and its main components.

Analyze how language is used as a tool of information influence.

Look at examples of language manipulation in modern conflicts.

Evaluate how language policies affect national identity.

Suggest ways to counter language-based manipulation.

Hybrid Wartfare: Concept and Components

Hybrid warfare combines traditional military actions with unconventional methods like
information operations, economic pressure, cyberattacks, and the use of local proxy forces. The
components of hybrid warfare are military operations, information campaigns, cyberattacks,
economic pressure, psychological influence.

In this context, the language becomes a tool of information influence, the technology of
shaping narratives is being used to create alternative realities where the aggressor is portrayed as a
"liberator" and the victim as a "terrorist." Manipulation through terms also plays its destructive role:
words like "Kyiv regime" or "fascists" are widely used by Russian media to delegitimize Ukraine’s
authorities and create enemy images. Disinformation and propaganda are other hybrid means:
spreading fake news, distorting facts, and creating false testimonies to influence public opinion.

Let us study the historical background, when language was used as a tool of genocide, like
what happened to the Ukrainians during the Soviet era. The examples of language manipulation in
modern conflicts such as the Russian-Ukrainian War are as follows: Russian media are calling it a
“special military operation” instead of a “war,” using propaganda channels and social media to spread

fake information, manipulating.
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Conflicts in other regions are of similar hybrid nature: undermining national unity in
Moldova by supporting pro-Russian forces through language, using language policies to weaken
national identity in various countries.

Language is a core part of national culture and identity. Preserving and developing the
nation’s language strengthens national unity. Imposing another language, especially Russian, can lead
to assimilation, loss of cultural heritage, and weakening the national consciousness.

Thus, one should adopt the ways to counter language manipulation. The ways are:

- improving media literacy: teaching people to recognize manipulation and fake news in

the information space;

- supporting the national language: implementing language quotas, promoting Ukrainian

content, and developing Ukrainian-language media;

- international cooperation: sharing experiences with other countries affected by language

manipulation and working together to fight information threats.

Conclusion. As we can see, language is a powerful tool in hybrid warfare that can manipulate
minds, undermine national identity, and destabilize the society. Protecting and developing the
national language is essential to resist language manipulation and strengthen the nation.
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