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The right of a child to protection from violence, as well as to dignified treatment, 

is enshrined in Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child [1], Articles 

28 and 52 of the Constitution of Ukraine [2], Article 10 of the Law of Ukraine “On the 

Protection of Childhood” [3], and Article 53 of the Law of Ukraine “On Education” 

[4]. 

Armed conflicts pose a direct threat to the realization of the fundamental rights of 

the child, including the right to life, health, family upbringing, protection from 

violence, education, rest and leisure. In conditions of war, the educational environment 

often becomes dangerous, and access to quality education is difficult or impossible. 

However, education is a key element in the protection of the child, his stable 

development and integration into society. 

When monitoring the implementation of the right to education in martial law, the 

impact of military operations, population displacement, psychological trauma and 

infrastructure disruption should be taken into account. States parties to the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child are obliged to take all necessary measures – 

legislative, administrative, social and educational – to protect children from all forms 

of abuse, including in the context of education. 

Ukrainian legislation provides for clear mechanisms for the protection of children, 

particularly in the educational sphere. Children have the right to a safe educational 

environment free from discrimination, humiliation, bullying, propaganda or 

aggression. During hostilities, the state has a duty to ensure the continuity of the 

educational process, in particular through the implementation of distance and blended 

education, psychological support for students and teachers, and adaptation of curricula 

to the needs of children affected by the war. 

At the same time, the effectiveness of the implementation of these guarantees 

largely depends on the availability of reliable and detailed data on the situation of 

children. Foreign experience shows that in order to understand the impact of armed 

conflict on education, it is necessary to collect relevant data disaggregated by age, 

gender, disability, displaced person status, place of residence, etc. [5]. 
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Particular attention in the context of educational rights should be paid to children 

who have received the status of victims of armed conflict. According to the Law of 

Ukraine “On the Protection of Childhood”, such status is granted to children who have 

been subjected to physical, sexual or psychological violence, have been injured, 

abducted, forcibly displaced or detained. For such children, the educational process 

should not only be accessible, but also adapted to their specific needs, including social, 

psychological and pedagogical support. 

In this regard, the Ministry for Reintegration of Temporarily Occupied Territories 

of Ukraine, together with other authorities, has created the "Children of War" platform 

- a national information resource that allows monitoring the situation with children 

affected by the war. It is also an important tool for shaping state education policy in 

conditions of armed conflict. 

The realization of the child’s right to education during war is a complex task that 

requires clear legal mechanisms, inter-agency coordination and international support. 

Despite existing international guarantees and national obligations, the full-scale war in 

Ukraine has created serious challenges for the education system. Of particular 

importance is the need for a unified approach to ensuring the right to education of 

affected children, the creation of flexible learning formats, as well as the 

implementation of comprehensive support - both educational and psychological. 

Education remains the foundation of a child’s resilience in wartime and is a powerful 

tool for overcoming the consequences of the conflict. 
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