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The words of two English playwrights could serve as a kind of
epigraph to reflections on the phenomenon of human language. The first of
them, Ben Jonson, once remarked: «Language most shows a man. Speak
that | may see thee». George Bernard Shaw spoke even more frankly on this
subject: «lIt is impossible for an Englishman to open his mouth without
making some other Englishman hate him or despise himy. [1, p. 29].

Both phrases were taken from the cult book «Watching the English.
The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour» by the English researcher and
renowned social anthropologist Kate Fox. The author sought to illustrate in
this way the reflection in linguistic patterns of the social hierarchy of English
society. However, the problem appears to be much broader and concerns not
only class stratification in one part of the United Kingdom. It is about
language as a general characteristic of a person, the question is raised about
what identities of a person are revealed through their language.

First of all, language is not just a set of words or some grammatical
rules, it is also a special view of the world. Every language carries within
itself the history of the people and culture, which necessarily influences the
learning process. It has been observed that even learning a foreign language
can influence students' behavior. There are observations that «Germansy»
work earlier than other applicants to foreign language faculties,
«Englishmeny» begin to show the irony inherent in true Englishmen, and
«Frenchmen™ are fond of amateur artistic activities. Despite the lack of
experimental confirmation and a solid theoretical basis, such conclusions
have the right to exist.

If the function of language as an important prerequisite for the
formation of a modern political nation still remains the subject of scientific
and political debate, the importance of language for the development of man
and humanity cannot be overestimated. As the prominent Ukrainian linguist
Oleksandr Potebnya wrote on this subject, «Language is a necessary
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condition for the thinking of an individual, even when he is alone with
himself, because a concept is formed only by means of verbalization, and
without a concept, thinking is impossible. However, in reality, language
develops only in society, and not only because a person is always part of the
whole to which he belongs, namely his tribe, people, humanity, not only due
to the need for mutual understanding as a condition for the possibility of
social ties, but also because a person understands himself only by testing the
intelligibility of his words on people» [2].

Communication is dialectically related to thinking. It involves
speaking and listening and is actually a very complex process of reproducing
and identifying sound signals with images and concepts. This process
becomes even more complicated when we are dealing with the learning and
use of a foreign language. The experience of a foreign language teacher
shows that a person maintains a personal communication style (pace,
intonation, literacy, lexical range, etc.) when speaking in any language
available to them. On the other hand, it is logical to assume that learning a
foreign language automatically increases the level of proficiency in the
native language and the intellectual level in general.

From all of the above, it follows that there is a double dialectical
relationship between a person's psychophysical characteristics, thinking
style, and communication style. In other words, individuality is expressed
through language, and at the same time, language shapes individuality.
There is a great mystery and a high sacred meaning in this, which we have
no right to forget.
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