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CTBOPIOBATU YMOBH JUIsl CHIBIPALl «BUKJIaAa4d — 3000yBau», «3400yBad — BUKJIAJau»,
Hi B AKOMY pa3i He MOKHA MPUMYIITYBATH 3/100yBaya 0 BUKOHAHHS (DI3UYHUX BIPAB,
JUIS IbOTO MArOTh OYTH 1HIII YUHHUKHU CTUMYJIIOBAHHS.
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REPRODUCTIVE METHODS OF TEACHING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IN
THE CONTEXT OF FORMING COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCES

The use of the communicative approach, which most researchers today call the

main method of teaching foreign languages, often faces the need to overcome a number

of problems. The mental pressure that the specifics of a foreign language cause on

students' motivation is primarily due to the fact that, unlike other subjects, in foreign
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language classes, students learn to do what they practically do. After all, under such
circumstances, language acts as both an object and the main tool of learning.

The psychological unpreparedness of students and cadets to work in new
conditions is an additional factor that complicates the process of learning. We are
talking about the forced functioning of the entire educational sector under martial law:
against the backdrop of a direct threat to the lives and health of students and mentors,
there is a need to organize distance learning. It should be borne in mind that belonging
to online learning communities is not the result of an individual's free choice, and it
deprives them of the opportunity to communicate normally with others. Therefore,
methods of presenting knowledge based on clear, immutable rules are of exceptional
importance, which creates a sense of stability and control over the situation, in this
case, the educational one, in the students.

Most publications on foreign language teaching methods have, in our opinion,
the same significant drawback: among the whole variety of methods and approaches,
those that a priori assume high training and motivation of students and cadets are
recommended for use. In other words, the authors pay much more attention to ways of
consolidating new educational material on the foundation of ready-made intellectual
(cognitive) constructs than to modeling these constructs themselves. Emphasizing the
inadmissibility of memorization, they mostly do not give a detailed answer to the
question of how basic knowledge should be formed, with the help of which speech
competencies will be deepened through participation in simulation and role-playing
situations or project activities [1].

Without claiming to be the ultimate truth, we will nevertheless try to assume that
one of the possible answers to the question posed may be a synthesis of the cognitive
approach and the process of “relics flowing out”, which often occurs against the
background of social transformations of a crisis nature. This refers to the grammatical-
translation approach, known since the 18th century, built on language acquisition

through the analysis and application of grammatical rules and patterns. Elements of
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this approach can easily be traced in the structure of quite modern methods, namely in
the method with the long name "Imagination - Practice - Production".

As the name suggests, the method consists of a sequential passage of three
phases: the presentation of new grammatical structures or/and lexical units, then the
practice of their use in controlled conditions, and the final stage — free use of what has
been learned [2]. If at the last stage a role-playing game or project can be a completely
acceptable option for educational activity, then at the first and second stages it is worth
focusing on the usual study of rules and performing grammar exercises.

The outlined approach fully meets the requirements of the communicative
approach, since it involves the study and use of linguistic phenomena based on their
clear understanding [3]. It also helps reduce the psychological burden and
responsibility that interactive teaching methods impose on students, despite all their
advantages.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN TEACHING ENGLISH
READING SKILLS

Nowadays English is recognized as an international language, and Ukraine has
joined world community in giving it special status in different spheres of life. On 4
June 2024, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted Law Ne 3760-IX On the Use of
English in Ukraine, according to which English gained the status of the language of
international communication in Ukraine.

Despite this, teaching English to the students of non-language specialties is quite
a challenge because most of them don’t see English as their major and cannot
understand the perspectives it gives in their career. So, initially, a teacher should create
a positive educational environment and build rapport so that students trust them.
Secondly, the task of a teacher is to motivate students and help them see how language

proficiency can influence their job opportunities. And finally, a teacher should provide
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equal opportunities for each learner to gain knowledge, regardless of their initial level,
by scaffolding and tailoring educational materials to the needs of the students.

The most significant skill a teacher of English for special purposes has to develop
1s reading. In fact, reading is one of the basic tools that allow learners pass the Unified
Entrance Exam in English which consists of two parts: reading (texts and
comprehension questions) and use of English (grammar and vocabulary tasks). Thus,
the focus must be on reading, vocabulary and grammar, with the special emphasis on
how to strategically work with a text.

Al technologies have proved their significant potential on the increase in
vocabulary and improvement in reading comprehension. Scientists emphasize that
adaptive Al reading platforms improve comprehension and vocabulary retention
through adjusting text complexity to match learner proficiency, preventing frustration
and maintaining their interest to the educational process [1]. Tessensohn et al. noted
they are beneficial as foreign language learners who lack sufficient opportunities for
repeated oral practice, as they provide individualized monitoring and performance
analytics [2].

Digital and technological innovations help manage reading instructions and
support teachers by reducing the time required for the curriculum material selection.
According to Zhang and Zhang, integrating strategies, such as summarizing,
questioning, and self-monitoring, has shown to significantly strengthen learners’
comprehension by fostering active participation in the reading process [3]. These
strategies complement the effective reading instructions in English which involve
balancing decoding, vocabulary recognition, and sentence-level comprehension
prediction, inferencing, and schema activation.

Among multiple Al-powered tools that can be employed to support and enhance
English reading are:

—  Chatbot systems with interactive, text-based platforms that provide timely

feedback, comprehension prompts, summaries, and text simplification;
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—  ChatGPT that can be used for university students to help lower-proficiency
language learners by making materials more accessible, or simplify
authentic professional documents and texts;

— Intelligent Tutoring Systems, such as TuinLec, ReadToMe™ and Smart
Sparrow, that deliver adaptive instruction emphasizing strategic reading
skills and learner scaffolding.

One of the Al-based resources that can provide a teacher with ready-to-use
instructional materials is Rewordify.com. This platform provides a set of tasks that can
be used to help students learn vocabulary and facilitate work with the text. Educators
can choose specific words for targeted study. In addition, it generates printouts which
can be easily incorporated into the classroom activities. Simplification of materials
without any meaning loss promotes comprehension, encourages active reading, and
allows learners to focus on higher-order critical reading skills.

Thus, the abundance of Al-based tools and applications allows for more efficient
ways to teach English reading comprehension by preparing texts tailored to learners’
language proficiency, and enhancing motivation and engagement of learners through
interactive experiences.
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