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According to the history of Ukraine, the language issue has never lost
its relevance. Recognition of the very fact of the existence of the Ukrainian
language implied the recognition of Ukrainians as a separate ethnic group
and the possibility of adopting its own national project. Therefore, the
struggle for the Ukrainian language was perceived by the authorities of the
Russian and Austro-Hungarian empires, and then the USSR, as a struggle
for the independence of Ukraine.

The formation of language awareness is an important part of language
policy, especially today, since “modern war is not only about missiles and
tanks.” The changes taking place in this area are sometimes simply amazing,
says Bohdan Azhnyuk, and as an example, he gives a quote from an
interview with the head of the Kryvyi Rih Defense Council, Oleksandr
Vilkul: “Language is also a weapon in the war against Russia.” The
Ukrainian language is increasingly perceived by society not simply as a
means of transmitting information, but as an existential category, the
quintessence of Ukrainianness, and is associated not only with ethnographic
heritage, but with a certain type of political culture.

State language policy is a determining factor in regulating language
relations in society, which has a significant impact on the development of
the literary standard and the language system as a whole. The demands of
society should be the determining factor in its formation, but today the
vector of interests of the ruling political forces plays a considerable role in
this. Therefore, Ukraine's language policy is partial and inconsistent, and the
language situation is unbalanced against the background of the
confrontation between the Ukrainian and Russian languages. The reasons
for this should be sought both in the peculiarities of the Ukrainian present
and in the historical and cultural dimension.

Long periods of common history of Ukrainians and Russians,
common East Slavic roots, closeness of cultures determine the viability of
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the myth of "brotherly peoples”, and in linguistic terms - the difficulty of
recognizing the boundaries between Ukrainian and Russian for many
speakers, which is why the "crossed language" - surzhik - is actively
functioning. The regularity of the language situation in Ukraine is also
obvious in view of more than three and a half centuries of Russification
policy, which was carried out against Ukraine first by the Russian Empire,
then by the Soviet Union, and even today the Russian Federation, under the
pretext of protecting the language rights of the Russian-speaking population,
closely monitors the language policy of Ukraine. However, political
manipulations of the language issue especially complicate the situation,
because various political forces willingly use it to mobilize their potential
electorate.

Regarding the awareness of the importance of the Ukrainian language
in the formation of an independent state, we must, unfortunately, state that
ordinary Ukrainians did not understand how the statehood of the language
affects the security and well-being of the country. It was precisely because
of the "hybrid" aggression of the northern neighbor that many Ukrainians
had a predominantly utilitarian attitude towards the language, that is, they
used the one they considered convenient. Having become hostages of
Moscow's cultural and informational influence, and in fact victims of
aggressive Russification policies, Russian-speaking citizens sometimes
showed a position bordering on hidden Ukrainophobia: supposedly having
nothing against the Ukrainian language, they avoided studying it and
communicating in it.

Therefore, language is another of our weapons against racist invaders.
This is a matter of our identity and national security. We must recognize and
accept this. Serhiy Zhadan aptly wrote: “...History is not just being rewritten
today — it is being rewritten in the Ukrainian language.”
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[ToBHOMacmiTabHa arpecisi pociiicbkoi ¢eneparlii mpoTH YKpaiHu
cTajla He JIMIIE€ BOCHHUM 3ITKHEHHSIM, a i TJIMOOKHM IIMBIII3aLiiiHUM
KOH(JTIKTOM, Y SIKOMY 0COOJTMBOTO 3HaYeHHS Ha0yB MOBHUI YHHHUK. MoBa
BUSIBUIIACS HE NepuepiiHUM KyJIbTypHHM EJIEMEHTOM, a CTpPaTeriuyHUM
PECYPCOM NIeprKaBU, MAPKEPOM 1IEHTHIHOCTI Ta IHCTPYMEHTOM MOOiTi3arii
cycninbecTBa. B ymoBax BiliHM yKpaiHCbKa MOBa BHUKOHYE BOJHOYAC
CHUMBOJIIYHY, IHTETpaTWBHY, O€3MEKOBY N KOMYHIKaTHBHY (QYHKIII, IO
JIO3BOJIIE TOBOPUTH NP0 HEI K Mpo OKpeMHuid (POHT CydacHOTO
HNPOTHUCTOSHHSL.

IcTopuuHMit JOCBI 3aCBiTUYE, 1110 MOBHE TUTAHHS B YKpaiHi 3aBXKIH
nepeOyBalio B TUIONIMHI TONITHKU. BanyeBcbkuii 1upKymsip 1863 poky
3anepedyBaB caM (akT iCHyBaHHs YKpaiHCbKOI MOBH, a EMchkmii yka3 1876
POKy 3a00pOHSB 1i BAKOPUCTaHHA B ApYLi Ta myOmiyHoMy npoctopi. ¥ XX
cTomtri ykpaiHizamis 1920-x pokiB Oyna 3ropHyTa perpecisMu MpOTH
IHTEJNIreHIIi1, a B TOJAJIbII JAECATUIITTS POCIKChKa MOBA 3aKpIiMUIacs sK
JOMiHaHTHA B apMii, TEXHIUHii OcBiTi Ta ynpasminHi. Lli npouecu noknaaHo
anamzye I. JI3t00a y npami «lHTepHaiionaniamM uu pycudikarisa?» [1], ne
MOKa3aHO MEXaHI3MH TOCTYIOBOTO BHTICHEHHS YKpaiHCHKOI MOBH 3
KIIIOUOBHX cep CycminbHOro >XKWUTTs. IcTopuuHi mepenyMoBH CydacHOi
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